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The unbreakable bond
Though it5 been over a quarter-centu'ry since the Scottish
Brigade disbanded, its spirit lives on through the alumnae

By Nancy Harwood
Contributing Writer

For more than 40 years the skirl of bagpipes, the clear notes
of bugles, and the thunderous beat of drums signaled the
appearance of Austin High School's renowned Scottish

Brigade.
Even though the organization was officially disbanded in

1978, its spirit lives on through the Scottish Brigade Alumnae
Association, which works to carry on the organization's tradition
of service to the school and community.

More than 200 Brigade alumnae, including several now resid-
ing in the Candlelight Estates and Shepherd Forest subdivisions,
gathered at the Junior League last month for their 18th annual

Sponsor Betty Blakley, left, and former Alumnae chair-.
man Barbara Todd Sargent chat about the past at this
year's Alumnae Association luncheon held in February.
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"Gathering of the Clans" luncheon.
"We had a huge crowd - the ballroom at the Junior League

was full," said Jacque McDonald Royce, former chair of the
alumnae group and currentlypresidentoftheAustin High School
Alumni Association.

Royce, a Brigade member from 1956-1959, later returned to
teach at Aus~infor two years in the mid-I 960s.

Brigade Alumnae Association founding president Marsha
.Eckermann, a Brigadier from 1961-1964, believes members
remain loyal to the group because of the bonds established in
high school.

"I think the bond is there because Brigade had such a pow-
erful impact on our high school years and the development
of what we had to do to be part of an organization like that,"
Eckermann said.

"The high school years are so formative - you're making
life decisions and character decisions and deciding what to do
with the rest of your life. The impact that drill team had on our
lives in high school was pretty significant." .

Royce believes respect also plays an important part in the
group's continuing closeness.

"Part of the reason we're all still so close is that we had such
strict rules and obeyed them," she said. "We respected our spon-
sors and our parents and ourselves - that's not always the case
these days. If you got in trouble at school, it would be twice as
bad at home. We knew how to act - we respected the teachers
and administrators and sponsors and we respected the rules. We
had a code of conduct and we lived by it. The friends we made
in Brigade were lifelong - we did so much together."

Long-time sponsor Betty Blakely recognizes the deep loyalty
Brigadiers have for the organization.

"The spirit is not a cliche to those women - it's something
they achieved for themselyes - they're very proud of it, and
rightfully so," Blakely said. "They want to perpetuate this spirit
through their lives and through their teachings."

"They come back because they wantto be involvedThe Brigade
experience gave them self-esteem and a challenge to do the best
they possibly could, whatever the task. We never highlighted
one girl - they were all equal out there - all important, all
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Paul Berlin, left, Jacque McDonald Royce and Joanne
Rohlf Giles reminisce at a Scottisli Brigade Alumnae
Association get-together.

together, all as one."
The Scottish Brigade was founded when Stephen F. Austin

High School opened in September 1937. Learning to drill and
getting the uniforms ready took time, and the Brigade's first
formal appearance was a march down Main Street in Houston's
Armistice Day parade, Nov. ll, 1937.

Brigade founder Beatrice Lytle decided the group should
follow Scottish traditions; Brigadiers wore distinctive uniforms
of kilts in the Stewart tartan topped with green jackets, and
the officers wore sporrans. Drills were military in format and
Lytle took the concepts of Scottish dances and made them very
militaryas well. .

The organization was made up of the Bagpipe Corps, the Drum
and Bugle Corps, which played when the Brigade marched, the
Flag Corps and the Drill Corps, which danced at each halftime
performance. .

"The bagpipes played Scottish music - the Bagpipe Corps
learned 'Scotland the Brave" and had a repertoire of about six
songs; the Drum and Bugle Corps played regular marches,
.mostly Sousa," Eckermann said.

Approximately 200 girls were part of the Brigade each year,
Blakely said. This included the reserves, who were not yet ready
to perform on the field. New members had to work to show that. Pleaseturn to page 10
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